
I oppose the renewal of the license of Clear Channel networks in North Carolina,
specifically the Raleigh/Durham area and station G105 (WDGC).

On September 22 and 23, G105 dedicated a segment of their program on both days
to advocating violence against cyclists.  The point was to discuss how they did
not feel cyclists had any right to be on the road, and how cyclist activity
could be met with violence by motorists.  In fact, the radio personnel advocated
violence, encouraged people to call in, and generally speaking worked the
listeners to believe it is ok to do physical harm to cyclists.

Obviously, hitting a cyclist with a car or an object from a car, or even just
intentionally running someone off the road could result in death or serious,
permanent injury.

G105 promised to make an on-air apology, but what they did instead was air a
parody of bikers the next day.

If the standard for maintaining a license has something to do with serving the
public interest, G105 at this point is falling short.  Instead, what it is doing
is encouraging harm to citizens and residents of North Carolina.  When that harm
occurs, someone will be hurt, and someone else might end up in jail.  And for
what?  To get ratings up a bit?  Where is the public interest?

I would request the FCC, as the steward of the radio frequencies for the general
public, either gain assurances from Clear Channel that they will redress the
situation and prevent its further occurrence, or decline the issuance of the
license.

-Steven D. Draper
Raleigh, NC


